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first task was to engage men, and to clear the ground.
As soon as the men were earning regular wages a store
had to be opened for them, and before long
Mr. Chamberlain found himself serving behind the
counter when the day's work was done. As the clear-
ing of the ground proceeded it was found necessary to
make a road, and this involved blasting through the
coral rock, a task which he had to supervise although
his knowledge of explosives was nil. In a letter written
during these strenuous days he tells something of the
life he was leading:

At 5 o'clock I get up, and after, a cup of tea go
down to the field, which is about three-quarters of
a mile off. There I superintend the landing of
lumber, and direct the men who are at work
clearing. Sometimes I take an axe myself, and do
a little work, and this creates great enthusiasm.
About 9 I go back home for breakfast, and then
return to the field, where I have my lunch sent me at
i. At 4 I stop, go home to tea, after which life
becomes unbearable by reason of the millions of
mosquitoes which necessitate the burning of "trash"
on the house floor until I go to bed about 8.

Matters improved, and life became more comfort-
able for Mr. Chamberlain when his own house was
finished. It had a wide verandah, and was fitted with
mosquito screens. Here he could at any rate enjoy
his evenings undisturbed, and, like his father and
brother, he was an omnivorous reader. On Andros
he had plenty of opportunity of indulging his taste.
Like all healthy young men he went through various
phases of reading: at this time he was specially
interested in the theory of evolution, and in the long
evenings he devoured Darwin and Wallace, though he